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The worldôs leading golfers will be at Royal Birkdale in July to compete for golfôs oldest and most 
coveted trophy ï The Claret Jug.  There wonôt be a shortage of special memories.  Emotions are let 
loose when legends and near legends pass each other on golfôs world stage.  Thousands of 
spectators (often called the most knowledgeable in the world) will flock to see their favorite players 
in action.  You could be one of themé. 
 

 
 
The 137

th
 British Open will be held at Royal Birkdale Golf Club and 

in preparation for the 2008 British Open, Royal Birkdale has been 
lengthened by 154 yards and upgraded in several other areas, 
Royal & Ancient Golf Club officials have announced. The new 
layout in the seaside town of Southport, England, totals 
approximately 7,122 yards. 
 
 
 

 
One of Britain's finest golf clubs and host to two Ryder Cups, the Walker and Curtis Cups, the 
Women's British Open and the Open Championship, Royal Birkdale has been rated as one of the 
best courses in Britain.  The stunning coastal resort of Southport is host to some of the finest links 
courses in England. This is the home of Royal Birkdale. 
 
The Open was first staged at Royal Birkdale in 1954 when Peter Thomson won the first of his five 
Open Championships and he conquered again at Birkdale eleven years later in 1965. A further six 
Open Championships have been staged at the Lancashire course which many believe is the best 
English course on the Open rota.  This famous challenging links course last hosted the Open 
Championship in July 1998 when Mark O'Meara beat Brian Watts in a play off.  
 
 

 

**Enclosed are sample itineraries that can be customized to fit your exact requirements and budget** 
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THE 2008 BRITISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
ROYAL BIRKDALE GOLF CLUB 

SAMPLE ITINERARY #1 ï WEST COAST OF SCOTLAND 

 
Monday, July 14 
 
Depart USA for Scotland. 
 
Tuesday, July 15 
 
Upon your arrival in Scotland you will be met by a SGH Golf representative, who will assist you with your 
luggage and present you with your travel guide, before showing you to your waiting rental vehicle.  You 
will then transfer to Troon and the Marine Hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 
The rest of the day is free to relax and unpack or optional golf is available. 
 
Glasgow to Troon is approx a 50 minute drive. 
Edinburgh to Troon is approx a 1 hour and 45 minute drive. 
 
Overnight at the Marine Hotel. 
 
Wednesday, July 16 
 
Today after breakfast golf will be arranged at Prestwick Golf Club. 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marine Hotel, Troon 

Commanding magnificent views over the Firth of Clyde to the 
Isle of Arran and the 18th hole of the famous Royal Troon Golf 
Course, the Marine Hotel occupies an enviable location that is 
difficult to beat. Home to around 20 golf courses and a long 
sandy beach, this idyllic spot offers breathtaking scenery.  All 
guests can enjoy complimentary use of the newly refurbished 
Bodysense health club with pool, sauna and squash court. The 
Fairways Restaurant has an enviable reputation for fine dining 
and has recently been voted the second best hotel restaurant in 
the UK by readers of First Forum. There are 90 comfortable 
bedrooms, including five suites and ten Premium rooms at the 
hotel. They are extremely comfortable, tastefully designed and 
very well equipped. 

 

Founded in 1851, the setting for the very first Open, this is 
one of the best known and most distinguished clubs in 
Scotland.  The Club is situated just half an hour south west 
of Glasgow on the famous Ayrshire coast, a stretch of land 
unequalled anywhere in the world for prime golfing terrain.  
Prestwick is every sense a true seaside course with 
traditional links turf. 
 
 

Prestwick Golf Club 



Wednesday, July 16 (conté.) 
 
Non golfers may like to visit Burns Cottage.  Now fully restored to its original state, Burns Cottage forms 
the heart of Burns National Heritage Park - a unique encounter with Scotland's most exceptional man. 
Set among the delightful scenery of historic Alloway, Burns National Heritage Park is an unmatched 
opportunity to experience Scotland's National Poet.  Robert Burns' birthplace is brought to life through a 
mixture of modern technology and unique authentic locations and artifacts. Travel back in time in Robert 
Burns Cottage and visit the Burns family. See the worldôs most important Burns collection in the 
Museum. Walk in the footsteps of Tam O'Shanter in "Alloway's auld haunted kirk" and across auld Brig 
O'Doon, where Tam's mare, Meg had her narrow escape from the witches. View Robert Burns' beloved 
Ayrshire countryside from the roof of Burns Monument and experience the humor and excitement of 
Robert Burns best-loved tale in the Tam O'Shanter Experience.  
 
Overnight at the Marine Hotel. 
 
Thursday, July 17 
 
Today after breakfast golf will be arranged at Royal Troon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today the golfers will enjoy lunch at the club. 
 
A second round of golf will be arranged on the Troon Portland Course.  Portland is another good links 
course and although overshadowed by its illustrious neighbor, it would be a mistake to dismiss it. It is in 
fact very similar to Royal Troon as far as the holes and hazards go but it is a bit shorter and more 
forgiving. Portland is always in excellent condition and is a serious alternative to its Royal British Open 
Old Course. 
 
Non golfers may like to visit Dean Castle.  Dean Castle, and the extensive Country Park which 
surrounds it, lie towards the north of Kilmarnock.  The earliest part of the fortress is the square Keep, 
built around 1350 by the Boyd family. In 1316, the Boyds had been given the estate of Kilmarnock by 
Robert I (the Bruce) as a reward for their support for him during the War of Independence and at the 
Battle of Bannockburn against Edward II in 1314.  The Place, or Palace, was added about 1468 when 
the influence of the Boyd family was at its strongest. It was built as Lord Boyd's private apartments and 
was designed for comfort, although defense was not entirely forgotten. In 1735 the Place was seriously 
damaged by fire and lay in ruins for the next 200 years. In 1749 the Boyd family sold the castle and the 
estate. Since then there have been many owners, including the Earl of Glencairn, friend and patron of 
the poet Robert Burns. 
 
Overnight at the Marine Hotel. 
 

Frequent host to the British Open, Royal Troon is consistently 
ranked as one of the World's best links courses.  It was created 
by the hand of Willie Fernie, one of the great early British 
golfers in 1878.  A classic links course in every respect, the 
golfer is eased into the challenge with each hole appearing to 
get progressively tougher. Narrow fairways lined with trouble 
make tee shots critical, its bunkers are punishing and Troon's 
small greens require touch and imagination. Running straight 
out and back along the coast, Troon often changes dramatically 
from front nine to back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today, you will enjoy lunch at the club.  
 
 

Royal Troon 



Friday, July 18 
 
Today after breakfast golf will be arranged at Western Gailes. 
 

 

 

 

 
Today the golfers will enjoy lunch at the club. 
 
Non golfers may like to visit Culzean Castle. Home of the Kennedys, Culzean dates back to 1777 and is 
one of Robert Adams most notable creations.  Culzean also has long associations with the USA, as 
General Eisenhower was given a suite of rooms here after the Second World War in appreciation by the 
British people.  Culzean is surrounded by a country park which includes a walled garden established in 
1783. 
 
After golf you will transfer to Chorley, England and the Park Hall Hotel. 

 

 
 
Troon to Chorley is approx a 4 hour and 15 minute drive. 
 
Dinner and overnight at the Park Hall Hotel. 
 
Saturday, July 19 
 
Today after breakfast you will attend the Third Dayôs Play of the 2008 British Open Championship 
being held at Royal Birkdale Golf Club. 
 
Chorley to Royal Birkdale is approx a 1 hour drive. 
 
Dinner and overnight at the Park Hall Hotel. 
 

The reputation of Western Gailes as one of the game's 
finest and more exacting courses has spread world wide, 
as evidenced by its numerous visitors from well furth of 
Scotland 's shores.  Our setting is imposing being situated 
between the railway and the sea, a fact that accounts for 
both being very much in play as major features. It is 
special amongst seaside courses that are no more than 
two holes wide, in having its clubhouse in a more or less 
central position.  The course, 6639 yards off the medal 
tees is, as the standard scratch score rating of 74 
indicates, never other than an excellent test of true links 
golf.  

 

Surrounded by over 100 acres of beautiful wooded 
countryside, Park Hall is an idyllic country retreat, yet only 
minutes from the motorway network, at the heart of the north 
west region.  The lakeside hotel, including the unique hotel 

village has 140 en-suite bedrooms.  Choose from a great 
selection of bars and restaurants and a stunning choice of 
entertainment. 


